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The pipes that American cities and towns have relied on for 
decades to move stormwater runoff from our streets and sidewalks 
to treatment plants are, like much of our public infrastructure, in 
dire need of repair and investment. Not surprisingly, these repairs 
often carry a hefty price tag: the American Water Works Association 
estimates that the United States will have to spend $1 trillion on 
water infrastructure over the next 25 years. Many cities are  
looking to employ cost effective green infrastructure solutions that 
naturally absorb stormwater to mitigate the effects of stormwater 
runoff, and reduce the pollutant load in our streams and rivers.  
A decentralized green infrastructure approach diverts stormwater 
into natural filtration systems, thus lessening the burden on aging 
traditional systems, and on cash-strapped municipalities’ bottom 
lines. H.R. 2030, S. 1115 the Green Infrastructure for Clean Water 
Act of 2011 would help communities better manage their water 
issues by providing grants and other important research tools to 
plan, design, and implement green infrastructure projects that  
will address stormwater management issues in a sustainable  
cost-effective manner. 

ROLE OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

For decades, landscape architects have utilized green infrastructure 
solutions to address problems related to stormwater. Landscape 
architects use natural landforms and techniques that replicate the 
natural hydrology of the landscape, which allows more water to 

remain on-site, reducing the burden on stormdrain systems and 
minimizing combined sewer overflows. 

ASLA POSITION

ASLA urges Congress to pass H.R. 2030, S. 1115, the Green 
Infrastructure for Clean Water Act of 2011, which would allow 
states, localities, and other qualified entities to receive grants to 
plan, design, and implement green infrastructure projects that will 
address stormwater management and other water quality and 
quantity issues. In addition the bill:

•	 recommends changes to ordinances, permitting process and 
other zoning regulation to encourage using green infrastructure 
techniques; 

•	establishes a green infrastructure program within the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to promote the use of 
green infrastructure; and 

•	creates up to five Centers for Excellence for Green Infrastructure, 
which would conduct research, develop recommendations, and 
provide training and technical assistance for implementing green 
infrastructure best management practices. 

Landscape Architects: 
Designing for Economic Growth
As America continues to recover from the worst economic recession in nearly a century, it is critical that we invest in our  
communities in a way that creates jobs, fosters sustainable development, encourages healthy lifestyles, and creates livable, 
economically-vibrant places to live, work and recreate.  Congress can help our communities by supporting new infrastructure 
development that includes sound planning and design that is cost-effective, strategic and sustainable.  Good design and planning  
is a smart investment in achieving stronger communities. 

Landscape architects are a critical part of the solution.  Because of our extensive expertise in site planning, land use, grading, 
drainage, and environmental sciences, landscape architects are well-suited to lead projects on urban design and revitalization,  
multi-modal transportation corridors, parks and recreational facilities, and stormwater management.  

Cost Effective Community 
Solutions to Manage 
Stormwater  
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Today, many communities across the nation are using expanded 
transportation options to help spur economic development. 
Increasingly, residents and businesses want more transportation 
choices including walking, bicycling, and access to public 
transportation. Active transportation infrastructure costs less than 
conventional road and highway projects, and adds real value to 
communities while simultaneously creating jobs. A recent study 
conducted by the Political Economy Research Institute found that 
for each $1 million spent on bike lanes, approximately 14 jobs 
are created; compare this to each $1 million spent on road repair 
work that generated only half that, about 7 jobs. As Congress 
works to craft our nation’s surface transportation law, it should 
include programs that provide cost-effective transportation choices, 
strengthen local economies, and create local job opportunities.

ROLE OF THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT

Across America, transportation networks can be designed to do 
more than simply move cars. Using expert planning and design, 
landscape architects are helping to create communities with more 
transit-oriented development (TOD), walking and bicycling paths 
and trails that lead to schools, work, shopping, and other daily 
destinations, and better access to public transportation. These 
sustainable transportation design approaches not only connect 
communities, they also encourage economic development, provide 
local jobs, and save on expensive traditional infrastructure costs.

ASLA POSITION

ASLA urges Congress to pass a surface transportation bill that 
includes programs and policies that create a national transportation 
network that safely supports all users, while also helping to create 
stronger communities. A new surface transportation bill should 
include: 

•	a strong Transportation Enhancements (TE) program that 
provides assistance for community-based transportation-related 
projects. These projects include pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 
green infrastructure projects that address highway runoff and 
other environmental mitigation efforts, and safety education 
and awareness. The TE program meets the growing demand 
for active transportation options critical to spurring community 
economic development in communities large and small, urban 
and rural; 

•	an enhanced Safe Routes To School (SRTS) program that helps 
communities create transportation networks for children to 
safely walk and bicycle to and from school. Biking and walking 
reduces the need for expensive bus routes and provides safe 
and attractive walking and biking options to help counteract the 
negative health impacts associated with childhood obesity;

•	a national Complete Streets policy that calls on states and 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) to consider the 
safety of and access for all users. A cost effective approach to 
design and planning of transportation projects should include 
motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, and public transit users of all 
ages and abilities;

•	a Recreational Trails Program that provides funding for motorized 
and non-motorized trails that serve as catalysts for economic 
development in urban and rural settings; and 

•	a National Scenic Byways Program, which attracts tourists to 
places like the Blue Ridge Parkway, leveraging limited federal 
spending to spur economic development.

Providing More  
Transportation Choices 
for Our Communities
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