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Each year, ASLA-NCC honors the best in landscape architecture in Northern California 
through a juried awards program. The jury may select one Award of Excellence and any 
number of Honor and Merit Awards in each category.

Award Of Excellence — Given to one truly exceptional project

Honor Award — Given to any number of superior projects

Merit Award — Given to any number of outstanding projects

THE AWARDS

ENTRY INSTRUCTIONS

Entry to the awards program is open to ASLA members, non-members and students.

The jury process is “blind,” in other words, the identities of the entrant and creative team are not revealed to the jury.  
ASLA-NCC retains the right to disqualify any entry that does not meet the program requirements or that presents a conflict 
of interest. In such cases, refunds will not be issued.

Student entrants must be Student or Student Affiliate members of ASLA or eligible to join ASLA in either of those 
categories in order to enter. Student entries may be individual or team efforts. For team entries, all team members must 
be (or join as) Student or Student Affiliate ASLA members. Student entrants are required to upload a copy of their valid 
student identification with their award submittal at http://asla-ncc.slideroom.com

ELIGIBILITY

TO ENTER
1. Complete the online Call For Entries at asla-ncc.org. 
2. Entry Form and entry fees must be received by 5pm Friday, February 19, 2016. 
3. Entry Fees may be paid with a credit card online at asla-ncc.org or paid by check and mailed to the       
    ASLA-NCC office. Mail checks to ASLA-NCC at 3130 Balfour Rd. Suite D #275 Brentwood, CA      
    94513. Both forms of entry fee payments must be received by 5pm Friday, February 19. 
5. Submission requirements, including the Project Fact Sheet and Concealed Fact Sheet are available    
    online at asla-ncc.org. 
6. Create an account at http://asla-ncc.slideroom.com to securely upload your award submission mate-
rials including the (combined pdf of the completed Project Fact Sheet with images and the Concealed 
Fact Sheet available online as asla-ncc.org). 

7. Student entrants are required to submit a valid copy of their student id with their award submission.

AWARD SELECTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The prestige of these awards relies in large part on the high caliber of the juries convened each year to review 
submissions. The Potomac Chapter Jury members for the 2016 Professional Awards Program will be named at a later 
date. The Awards Jury will review all submissions in March. Awards will be announced and certificates presented at 
the Chapter Annual Meeting and Professional Awards Presentation on April 21, 2016. Entrants are requested to have a 
representative present at the event to receive the certificate as awards will not be announced in advance.

QUESTIONS? Contact Laura Leuer, Executive Administrator, ASLA-NCC, (415) 974-5430, admin@asla-ncc.org

http://asla-ncc.slideroom.com
http://asla-ncc.org
http://asla-ncc.slideroom.com
http://asla-ncc.org


AWARD CATEGORIES

RESEARCH, ANALYSIS, PLANNING AND COMMUNICATION
RECOGNIZES: Products born of 
research, analysis, or planning that 
are built or unbuilt; communication of 
landscape architecture works, techniques, 
technologies, history or theory

TYPICAL ENTRIES INCLUDE: Urban, 
suburban, rural or regional planning, 
development guidelines; transportation, 
town or campus planning; plans 
for reclamation of brownfield sites; 
environmental planning in relation to 
legislation, policy initiatives, or regulatory 
controls; cultural resource reports, natural 
resources protection; historic preservation 
planning

CRITERIA: Research - methods, results 
and context, resources of the study; 
Analysis and Planning - quality of both 
the analysis and the planning efforts; 
planning context, environmental sensitivity, 
sustainability, innovation, and likelihood 
of implementation; Communication - 
effectiveness of message presentation, 
innovation in approach and delivery

STUDENT AWARDS
RECOGNIZES: Graduate and 
Undergraduate un-built and built landscape 
architecture projects.

TYPICAL ENTRIES INCLUDE: 
Urban design, public spaces, streets, 
transportation planning; commercial 
facilities, resorts, institutions; parks and 
recreational facilities, trails, open space, 
reclamation, conservation, landscape 
art; communities and housing; historic 
preservation and restoration; residential; 
environmental planning.

CRITERIA: Quality of design and project 
breadth in environmental sensitivity, 
sustainability, innovation and context, 
and clarity in visual communication of 
the designer’s intent and meeting stated 
project’s goals.

DESIGN

RECOGNIZES: Built, site-specific works of 
landscape architecture.  Large incremental 
projects, must have at least the first stage 
completed.

TYPICAL ENTRIES INCLUDE: 
Urban design, public spaces, streets, 
transportation corridors and facilities; 
commercial facilities, resorts, institutions; 
parks and recreational facilities, trails, 
open space, reclamation, conservation, 
landscape art, earth sculpture; single-
family residences; communities and 
housing; historic preservation and 
restoration

CRITERIA: Quality of design and 
execution, which may include 
environmental sensitivity, sustainability, 
innovation and context

HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION

RESIDENTIAL
SINGLE FAMILY

GENERAL DESIGN PARKS, RECREATION, TRAILS, 
& OPEN SPACE

PRIMARY CRITERIA FOR ALL CATEGORIES
		  • Quality of design
		  • Elegance in fulfilling the stated purpose of the project
		  • Relationship to context
		  • Relevance or demonstrable impact to the profession, the public, or the environment
		  • Sustainability
		  • Compliance with current code practices
		  • Effective written, visual communication and presentation of the project  



RULES & INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTAL

1.	 If you do not follow these instructions and rules for submittal, your project may be disqualified, and 
entry fee forfeited. 

2.	 Complete the Project Fact Sheet and Concealed Fact Sheet available online at asla-ncc.org. 

3.	 Combine the Project Fact Sheet with your project images (see guidelines for images in #4) into 
one pdf and name the file your file and your project’s name and PFS (projectname-PFS.pdf). The 
Project Fact Sheet and the images cannot have any indication of the identities of the landscape 
architect(s), other designers, their firms(s) or other firm(s) responsible for the project. Do not 
include the Concealed Fact Sheet in the combined pdf.

4.	 Project Images
		  •	 At least (5) images but no more than (10) images per combined PDF.
		  •	 Collages and smaller format images are not allowed.
		  •	 Images with backgrounds, borders, etc. are not allowed.
		  •	 Each image to be in jpg format, no less than 150 dpi and no larger than 5MB size.
		  •	 Image title descriptions, maximum of 12 words for each image. 

		  Note - for Research, Planning, Analysis and Communication Category, original publication or 		
	 	 project documents can be submitted (with concealed indentification) separate from entry 	 	
		  material. 

5.	 Complete the Concealed Fact Sheet and name the file your project’s name and include CFS 
(projectname-CFS.pdf). This information, indicating the identities of the landscape architect(s), 
other designers, their firms(s) other firm(s) responsible for the project is only listed on the 
Concealed Fact Sheet. Such information is not allowed anywhere else in the submittal.

6.	 Entrants are responsible for obtaining written client authorization allowing the entry to be 
	 submitted, judged, and published. Clients should be made aware that all materials including 
	 photographs for entries become the property of ASLA-NCC. Do not include this authorization with 		
	 your submittal; retain it for your records. 


